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PREFACE 


With a few honourable exceptions books about 
books are apt, at present in America, to be any- 
t mg but critical. An account of the modern 
rama, therefore, that aims at historical orderliness 
and intellectual coherence need not, perhaps, offer 
an excuse for its existence. My study is not one 
of phases or aspects but of the whole subject which 
I have attempted to grasp and to interpret as a 
whole. If I have succeeded in any measure, this 
volume should prove of real usefulness to students 
teachers and critics of the drama. 

I have omitted any discussion of the theatre 
o Italy and Spam. No criticism can be fruitful 
w ich IS not based on an intimate acquaintance 
with the idiom which that literature employs. 
Rut this omission represents no absolute loss. 
Italy and Spain have followed and exemplified the 
tendencies and methods of the modern theatre. 

They have neither changed them nor originated 
others. ® 

With the exception of a few lines from The 



PREFACE 

Sunken Bell, the translations of all quotations, in 
verse and prose, are my own. 

This volume has been written amid the press¬ 
ing tasks of a busy teacher and editor. It owes 
the possibility of its existence largely to the 
friendly interest shown me by Mr. Julius Rosen- 
wald of Chicago. 

Ludwig Lewisohn. 

Columbus, O., 

February, 1915* 
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